Surveillance and control of aflatoxin contamination of dried figs and fig paste imported into the United Kingdom.
Samples of dried figs and fig pastes from Turkey supplied voluntarily by UK importers and retailers during the period November 1988 to January 1989 showed both a high incidence and high levels of contamination with aflatoxins. In the samples tested, 24% had total aflatoxin concentrations above 10 micrograms/kg, with the highest level being 165 micrograms/kg. More rigorous monitoring of the 1989 fig harvest was undertaken on bulk consignments for all figs from Turkey entering the UK. For whole dried figs 20 kg samples were taken (as 20 sub-samples), and for fig paste 5 kg samples were taken (again as 20 sub-samples). Figs were minced, blended with water and mixed prior to sub-sampling for analysis. Analysis was by immunoaffinity column clean-up with HPLC determination of aflatoxins with fluorescence detection. Examination showed that 11% of 112 consignments of fig paste and 9% of 93 consignments of whole dried figs were contaminated with total alfatoxin concentrations above 10 micrograms/kg, with the highest level of contamination being 40 micrograms/kg. As a result of this surveillance programme 14 consignments of figs were refused entry into the United Kingdom.